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ordinary business of government according to the principles which
seem best to them, so long as they do not enjoin anything which a
Christian must regard as contrary to the will of God. The State
has its independent authorization directly from God, and this
authorization carries it through the execution of its ordinary
tasks. There is no reason to think that a preacher with a Bible in
his hand can dictate to the magistrates from the law of Moses
what they ought to do, shall we say, in the matter of public health.
As in the case of his doctrine: of the Church^ so here also Zwingli
genuinely sought to put his theory into practice in the early stages
of his reforming activity. Realizing that all efforts to prevail upon
the ofEcialChurcK to"call a General Council were destined to be
fruitless, and convinced therefore that an emergency in the affairs
of the Church had arisen, he called upon the Council of Zurich
for its assistance and asked it to summon an assembly for the free
discussion of debated religious matters. Having called this
assembly, the Council had finished, in his view, its function in the
matter. It is true that the Council, after the Disputation in ques-
tion, that of 29th January 1523, published a decree requiring all
preachers to conform to the standard of Holy Scripture,1 but it
did this, on Zwingli's showing, in fulfilment of its function to
preserve order in the State and prevent faction. Similarly, the
Council called the assembly for the Second Disputation, later in
the same year, in virtue ofits jightj^djiuty to assist the Church
in a time of emergency, and, similarly, the (SunciT~piit out, in
the course of tHe ^Disputation^ a Mandate for the abolition jof
images ~and"~tEe Mass.2 In other words, in both cases, the
<^JS^ri3f-'2runcB7tw^c reforming themselves; when they in-
dicated what reforms they desired, it became necessary for the
State, in the interests of law and order, the preservation of which
was its God-given province, to give its authority for the carrying
out of these reforms. Until 1525 all reforms were carried out in
this co-operative manner, both Church and State remaining
true to their proper functions.
But the Gemeinderi) endowed with full independence by
Zwingli, did not in every case desire precisely what Zwingli
expected them to desire, or, as he would have put it, did not wish
to conform at all points to the Word of God. In particular^ the
Mass was still cd^rated jnj^ariousjDarts of^
the oldTormularies. T^^^^^^^^^^j^^^m^^1^^^^ the
JBtgvgntiogi.   By a small
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